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FROM LOCAL SCENES OF ACTION 
Alexis de Tocqueville, after a visit to 
the New World, described in 1835 the 
energy with which Americans were 
getting things done in their communi-
ties: 
"No sooner do you set foot upon 
American soil than you are stunned by 
a kind of tumul t . . . . Everything is in 
motion around you; here, the people of 
one quarter of a town are met to decide 
upon the building of a church; there, 
the election of a representative is going 
on; a little further, the delegates of a 
district are posting to the town in order 
to consult upon some local improve-
ments; or in another place the labourers 
of a village quit their ploughs to delib-
erate upon the project of a road or a 
public school." 
Were our visitor to view today the 
local news on a thousand television sets 
across the country, he would find that 
the American drive for-community ac-
complishment has become a deep-
rooted characteristic. Though we claim 
no systematic study of the matter, there 
is evidence that the people of Haskins 
& Sells are no strangers to these local 
scenes of action. 
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Wilbur Harris, principal in our Chicago 
Office, had lived only a year in Palatine, 
Illinois, 30-odd miles northwest of The 
Loop, when he saw his new home's 
value threatened. Zoning laws can 
easily erode in a town that has grown 
from 2,000 to 17,000 in less than 20 
years, and the land across the street was 
about to be rezoned for commercial use. 
In fighting that fire, Will Harris got 
interested in village government, and 
by 1961 he found himself in a hot four-
way contest for mayor as candidate for 
the new United Citizens Party. He won 
more than half the votes and carried 
with him his party's candidates for four 
of the vacancies on the Board of Trus-
tees and the Police Magistrate as well. 
In his three years in office, 5,000 
more souls have been added to Pala-
tine, and the town is bursting at the 
seams. Planning and zoning top the 
agenda. The local courts have been re-
formed. Pay-as-you-go budgeting has 
wiped out a $40,000 deficit and 
brought confidence back to Main Street, 
while new business has moved in to 
help share the tax load. 
After hearing Charles Percy address 
the annual meeting of the American 
Institute in 1959, Will Harris told his 
wife, Patricia, "I could work for that 
man if he ever runs for office." Last 
April, against party machine opposition 
and early adverse odds of ten to one, 
Harris, as Chairman of the Palatine 
Township Citizens Percy Committee, 
delivered a whopping two-to-one mar-
gin toward nominating Percy for Gov-
ernor. 
Ask people in Hastings-on-Hudson, up-
river from New York, about Woolsey 
Carmalt, and the replies come fast: 
"I'm a great admirer of him," " . . . a 
conscientious member of the commu-
nity," " . . . good citizen." 
Mr. Carmalt, on the research staff in 
the Executive Office, has just completed 
his one-year term as President of the 
Hastings School Board. He has never 
"won" an election and couldn't con-
tinue as President if he wanted to. The 
office rotates annually among the trus-
tees, and Hastings thinks it gets its best 
talent on the Board by keeping these 
elections uncontested and non-political. 
In Woolsey Carmalt's brief term in 
office, confidence in the School Board 
has been restored. It had been badly 
shaken in 1963 when the school budget 
suffered its first defeat in the memory 
of old-timers. 
Budget time came again in January 
of this year, and President Carmalt and 
his Board went to the taxpayers to ex-
plain. For four or five evenings a week 
they could be found at meetings of any 
of the seven neighborhood associations 
in Hastings or the PTA. The budget 
was approved with a ten per cent in-
crease over last year, and Hastings can 
now put to effective use its first new 
school building in thirty years. 
On a raw April Saturday this year, some 
150 ardent hunters climbed into three 
buses and set out for Tooele, in the des-
ert near Salt Lake. They were armed 
with bow and arrow and loaded for 
hare (they averaged three rabbits apiece 
that day). Among them, all members 
or guests of the Utah Bowhunters Asso-
ciation, was their vice president, Rob-
ert Z. Rostron, principal in the H&S 
Salt Lake City Office. 
Bowhunting is prominent in a state 
which leans heavily on hunting for rec-
reation. Archers roam the Wasatch 
Mountains in search of cougar and elk, 
and last year 16,000 of them were li-
censed to hunt deer. Game manage-
ment becomes an affair of state, as does 
keeping peace between hunters and 
farmers over use of Utah's grazing land, 
two-thirds of which is government 
owned. 
Leading the cause for game manage-
ment is the Utah Wildlife Federation. 
Bob Rostron, as chairman of its legisla-
tive committee last year, appeared six 
times in the state legislature and spoke 
individually with legislators who were 
under heavy pressure from woolgrow-
ers and cattlemen to limit the hunting 
season. He has learned a lot, he says, 
about negotiating with leaders of vari-
ous factions, and his interests are now 
leading him toward the Young Repub-
licans. 
The Junior Chamber of Commerce is 
strong in Ohio, and the Jaycees there 
assume much of the responsibility for 
community improvement. Staff account-
ants in our offices in three Ohio cities 
are officers in their suburban Jaycees. 
Bob Marsh (Cincinnati) just elected 
president of the Sycamore-Deer Park 
Jaycees, came to the attention of the 
nominating committee through his work 
as President of the Deer Park Recrea-
tion Commission. He had been helping 
to organize band concerts, twilight ball 
games, and square dances in the Deer 
Park playground and presenting the 
commission's budget to the City Council. 
Harold Yoder (Dayton) President of 
the Huber Heights-Wayne Township 
Jaycees, has also developed recreation 
areas and represented his group at 
meetings of the Township trustees. At-
tending four meetings a week around 
Huber Heights has taught him a lot 
about planning his time. "The Jaycees 
also give you a chance to experiment 
and take chances, something account-
ants need as balance for their exacting 
work," says Yoder. "It gives you con-
fidence if you suceed and experience 
if you fail." 
Robert Amos (Cleveland) and his 
wife, Marilyn, spent two or three eve-
nings a week together on Jaycee work 
in Brecksville until their first baby came 
in May. Bob was recently elected vice 
president following a term as Treasurer, 
while Marilyn had been secretary of 
the wives' auxiliary. 
Jim Keller, Miami partner, got his wish 
when educational station WTHS-TV 
began operations on his birthday in 
1955. Educational television had not 
been a popular proposal in Miami, but 
Jim Keller and a few friends couldn't 
shake a vision from their minds of a 
new educational tool that would multi-
ply the exposure of truly gifted teachers 
at a time when classroom shortage was 
getting tighter each year. By using au-
ditoriums more, classrooms could be 
freed up. Things began to move when 
our client, WTVJ-TV, gave Jim a used 
transmitter. He talked with the Fund 
for Adult Education and they made a 
grant of $100,000. The station is a 
going concern today, and Mr. Keller 
is president of the foundation that 
finances it. 
One thing led to another, and soon 
he and his friends found themselves 
putting out small racial brush fires in 
Miami. Because they had some success, 
they were formally constituted as the 
Dade County Community Relations 
Board. The Board invites employer 
groups to tell of their experiences solv-
ing race problems, and in many unseen 
ways helps to smooth relations. 
"Jim Keller is a catalyst," says Cliff 
Mitchell, Assistant Superintendent of 
Dade County Schools. "His confidence 
is unshakeable, and he gives a sense of 
security to those who work with him." 
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